blessed be he, was holding on to two of them, and there 
was a space of two hand( breadths in the middle. 


[T] “When the Israelites did their deed. the Holy One, blessed 
be he, wanted to grab them out of the hand of .Moses. But 
the hand of Moses was stronger and he seized them from 
him. 


[U] “That is in line with what Scripture says in praising Moses 
at the end, saying, ‘And for all the mighty power [the 
Hebrew word for power also means hand] [and all the great 
and terrible deeds which Moses wrought in the sight of all 
Israel] (Deut. 34:12). 


[V] “Ut is as if God then says,] ‘Let there be peace unto the 
hand that was stronger than mine.’” 


[W] R. Yohanan in the name of R. Yosé bar Abbayye said 
to him, “The tablets wanted to fly, but Moses was 
holding on to them, as it is written, ‘So I took hold of 
the two tables, [and cast them out of my two hands, and 
broke them before your eyes]’” (Deut . 9:17) . 


[X] It was taught in the name of R. Nehemiah, “The 
writing itself flew off [the tablets].” 


[Y] R. Ezra in the name of R. Judah b. R. Simon: “The 
tablets were a burden weighing forty seahs, and the 
writing was holding them up. When the writing flew 
off, the tablets became heavy on the hands of 
.Moses, and the tablets fell and were broken.” 


[II:1 A] And the daily whole offering was canceled [M. 4:5B]: 


[B] R. Simon in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “In the days of the Greek 
empire [when Jerusalem was besieged], they would let down two 
baskets containing gold, and the besiegers would send up two sheep 
[for the daily whole offering]. 


[C] “One time they let down to them two baskets of gold, and they sent up 
to them two kid goats [which are not suitable for a daily offering]. 


[D] “At that moment the Holy One, blessed be he, opened their eyes, and 
they found two lambs in the chamber of the lambs [which were 
suitable] 


